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AN OPEN SPACE VISION FOR THE TOWN OF QUEENSBURY

PREAMBLE

What is open space? Before beginning a dialogoataipen space with people of
the Queensbury community, the Open Space Plan Cbeemmnembers struggled
with a definition.  The one definition that appsd broad enough to cover what
most people were thinking is from the New York 8t@tpen Space Conservation
Plan, recently adopted by the State in Septem@2,2{hd noted as follows:

For purposes of this Plan, open space is defineldad, which is not intensively
developed for residential, commercial, industrial, institutional use. Open
space can be publicly or privately owned. It imlds agricultural and forest
land, undeveloped shorelines, undeveloped scemdslapublic parks and
preserves. It also includes water bodies suchalied and bays. What land is
defined as open space depends in part on its sodiogs. A vacant lot or a
small marsh can be open space in a big city. Aavarcorridor pathway for
walking or bicycling is open space even thouglsisurrounded by developed
areas. And while not strictly open space, thisnPdéso discusses cultural and
historic resources, which, along with open space, fzart of the heritage of New
York Staté.

Open space can mean many things to different peogde was quickly
demonstrated in this planning process. The defmnoted provides the essence
of what open space means. In the end, the defindtfmpen space for Queensbury
Is this Vision Plan and Map.

We are thrilled and truly grateful for the time tlouted by so many people in
Queensbury and the surrounding area in puttingthegehis Open Space Vision
Plan and Map. Our work is only now beginning. derging the characteristics of
Queensbury outlined in this Vision Plan and Map]l wielp maintain our
community, as our Town motto describ@seensbury Home of Natural Beauty...A
Good Place to Live.

Town of Queensbury Open Space Plan Committee
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AN OPEN SPACEVISION FOR THE TOWN OF QUEENSBURY

CHAPTER 1- INTRODUCTION

conservation of the varied and beautiful open speseurces found within

Queensbury’s borders. The ideas and concepts nieesderein were

synthesized from an extensive public outreach m®dbat was used to
develop this vision. ldeas were gleaned from fagnasip meetings, a community-
wide survey conducted by the Queensbury Land Cweasey, Inc., the open space
planning design workshop (also known as a chardtigyl at Adirondack
Community College, input from the public in lettensd e-mails, students in local
schools, and ideas generated by the
members of the Town’s Open Spag=
Plan Committee. Many idea
summarized herein surfac
repeatedly in the several forums h
to garner community input.

T his document offers a community-based vision foe tlong-term

Growing communities like
Queensbury that have faced simil
pressures have found that public-

spirited actions are required to ensure that opaces can be maintained from
generation to generation. Growing
communities that do not act to address open
space needs find-all too quickly—that the
open spaces are gone, forever. We have all
seen examples of rapid suburbanization and
the ways in which communities are
impacted. The "visioning" exercise we
employed, resulting in this plan, enables
guidance to promote growth without
impairing community character or rural
ambience.

This vision plan comes from the community.
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Open spaces enrich our lives and add value to omnwinity—economically,
socially, and spiritually. Having these open speEsources makes our existing
neighborhoods more valuafleThese resources make the town more attractive for
new residents and employers as well. Open spazd&ey ingredient to quality of
life. This report highlights some of the importagportunities to protect open
space resources of the community.

Queensbury is a town of many distinct places arataztter. Open spaces are an
important part of the history, culture, and chagadf the town. Queensbury has
an industrial, woodlands, and agricultural heritégg remain visible, to varying
degrees, on the landscape. It is the gatewayetdthrondacks, as the mountain
ridges tumble down into Lake George and the Hud?mer. The sand plains,
unique ecological areas found in the western paQuweensbury, are home to
many of the town’s families, as well as importamtbitat for the endangered
Karner Blue Butterfly. Historic hamlets, once tbenters of social life in this
varied townscape, are now somewhat lost amidstfathe change that the town
has witnessed. The town also has a strong coonewstth the City of Glens Falls,
the historic development and cultural center ofates.

The Adirondack Northway has perhaps had the
largest influence on settlement patterns and
growth rates in Queensbury for the past several
decades. The Northway is an internatiopal
trade route, a major interstate commefce
corridor, and a commuter highway, linking the

town to the greater Albany-Saratoga-and
northern market3.

The town has changed a great deal in the | 7 Sdroniee oruey sone o e
half century after the Second World War. | tis grea_ g

has grown from a rural, relatively sparsely
settled township to a well-populated, bustling camity. There is now an active
development community creating attractive new m&sidl neighborhoods and
retail, office, and light manufacturing centers,aman increasing number of town
and area residents find employment. Queensbup/las a quiet side—this is a
significant part of the town character. One casilgdind a peaceful spot in the
town; whether it is a spring walk on the Warren @tyubike trail, taking a rest

after a downhill ski run on a quiet section of afeWest Mountain’s many ski

trails, or paddling a canoe on Dunham’s Bay Mansla evarm summer afternoon.
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General Note on Approach

This Vision Plan describes the maj
ideas for open space conservation [for

Queensbury’s future. It is intended [fo

broadly describe concepts and is fot |

intended to apply to particular parcelsjat

this time. However, recommendatiofs

regarding  particular open  spafe

opportunities are a part of this plan.

These are noted in the action plan section ofdb@iment.

The concepts introduced here will be refined andoaplished with the full
cooperation of landowners working in partnershiphwihe community. Using this
report as a guide, future refinements can occuhis TS purely intended as a
voluntary program. There are no mandates. There@requirements.

Many of the concepts described
herein can be accomplished without
purchasing lands. In some instances,
purchase of land or purchase of an
easement will be needed. Any land
purchase will be based on a willing
buyer, willing seller basis. Funding
for purchases will be done in a
financially prudent way. Grants and
partnerships with land conservation
organizations and others will be sought. Consitilen should be given to options
for real property tax relief to advance the goasalibed in the Open Space Vision
Plan and Map. Local funding, if needed, will betps a full public dialogue and
will receive the required review and approval pssas. Once general community
support for this Vision Plan is confirmed, a finaistrategy will be developed as
part of subsequent phases of this open space ptaeffort.

It is important to note that, as in many rural cammities, informal public access to
some private land areas has occurred. Any mentiais report concerning
access to private lands is not intended to prontioé¢ the lands are publicly
accessible. Access to private property is alwaythea sole determination of the
property owner. An objective of this report isdocument areas that the public
has identified as desirable. Formalizing publicess to open space resources
must take place in collaboration with willing progyeowners.
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CHAPTER 2 - OVERVIEW OF THE VISIONING PROCESS
Reasons for Creating the Open Space Plan

Development of a "Greenway Plan," or Open Space, anoted as a priority for
action in the Town of Queensbury 1998 Comprehenksarad Use Plan (CLUP).
Given this goal, an Open Space Plan Committee wameid, and authorized to
develop such plan and recommendations as visudbyede community, to fulfill
the legislative purpose.

The Open Space Plan Committee represents a broass-section of the

community including development, recreation, séfentand financial interests.

The committee is charged with helping to identifdanventory open spaces and
natural resources, focusing on those areas thattlaneatened, or require
preservation or protection, such as scenic vievafjable ecological areas, and
areas of special cultural or historical intereAhother purpose of the committee is
to establish appropriate conservation proposalsdmvelop a course of action to
implement the plan.

Public Participation

Extensive research by Town community developmeit ef open space planning
efforts in other communities indicated time andiaghe best practices to follow.
In all instances, the essential ingredient to acessful plan is support from the
community.

Support in Queensbury involved a broad cross-seafadhe community to cover
all stakeholders. Assistance was obtained from reé/erganizations, such as,
members of local municipal boards, trails assammetj hunting and fishing clubs,
and business groups. Public education and inpthaalesign of the plan, where
people could work with and edit maps was also ersighd.

An overview of the citizen participation eventpresented below.
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Town Tour

On a beautiful fall Saturday, a trolley full of TowBoard members, Planning
Board members, community development, recreation kistoric department
Town staff, Environmental Committee members, Sm@rowth Committee
members, and other interested persons, traveledetiiee Towrr, From the
Hudson River to Lake George, and from the Washmg@ounty line to West
Mountain the places and character that make Quagndpecial were viewed.
Participants observed that the Town contains soynm@aces and vistas that
contribute to the quality of life for residents apithers in the area, that it would be
a difficult job to highlight those most important to the comitun

Focus Group Sessions

Over 200 persons representing a wide variety of noonity businesses,
organizations, and citizens were invited to a sssiod of Focus Group Sessions.
Almost one-half of this number participated. Thtmgeted were:

Builders, Contractors and Developers,

Utilities, Business & Industry Owners,

Forest, Agricultural & Other Land Owners, & Realdie Representatives,

Civic, Cultural, Parks & Recreation, & Environmen@&oups, and

Citizen Groups & Service Groups.

Focus Group Sessions were held to listen and toitsopinions and concerns of
participants. A series of questions concerningnogigace and associated aspects
were asked, and answers and comments recordedteMfesponses from persons
unable to attend were also received. These sans®nEemwere also invited to a
follow-up meeting in the Fall of 2002, where thes@ission Draft Vision Map and
Plan was presented for additional thoughts andnaddion.

Charette

In May, 2002, a charrette (see page 1) was heldiabndack Community College
to identify Queensbury's most important existingorgces. Almost 70 persons
actively participated in this Saturday workshop.sifilar session was held at the
Queensbury High School, with approximately 60 stslefrom Government
classes.
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A series of Geographic Information System (GIS) rtaye maps were used,
showing:
- Aerial Photos,
Ecological Habitat Areas,
Hydrography and Steep Slopes,
Forests/Farms and Agricultural Soils,
Scenic, Cultural, and Historic Resources,
Recreational Facilities,
Vacant Parcels, and
Real Property Classifications.

Workshop contributors were asked to identify, ahentdraw on these maps the
most important areas for preservation. From tbisvidy, the start of a Vision Map
was created.

Survey

A parallel effort by the Queensbury Land Conseryahec. (QLC), was made to
distribute surveys to all 17,160 residential malinddresses in the Town of
Queensbury and City of Glens Fdllé\ purpose of the survey was to identify
priorities and attitudes of local residents concegrthe need for open space in the
area. The results of this survey confirmed theadtion of the Open Space Plan
and future actions. Almost 7% of the mail-in resg® surveys were returned, a
healthy and credible direct mail return rate.

Based on the survey results, preserving the regranal character was listed as the
top priority of these residents, while protectidreadangered species and wildlife
habitats ranked second. Over 90% of the surveporegents supported the

development of an open space plan.

Community Presentations/Discussions

Town community development staff and Open Space Blammittee members
met with an array of community groups from mid-suenrthrough the winter of
2002/2003. Input was sought from organizationhaagcthe Builder's Association
of Northeastern New York, the Adirondack Regiondla@bers of Commerce,
local Kiwanis groups, and the Town of QueensburgrBation Commission.

In addition, the community at-large was informetbtigh partnership efforts with
the local media and through attendance at seage lgroup meetings.
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Educational and Informational Materials

Education and public input is a critical part oé thisioning process. The Town of
Queensbury website displays results of the OpereSpdéan process. Complete
summaries, in addition to Open Space Plan and Visilap, can be found by
linking to www.queensbury.net.

The Fall 2002/Winter 2003 Queensbury Town Repahlights Open Space Plan
concepts produced as a result of all prior meetingshe Open Space Plan
Committee also put together a brochure to providekground on the planning
efforts to date.

Certainly the best practices used in other comrasihave been applied to
Queensbury's planning process, and will serverémgthen the final plan.
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CHAPTER 3 - AN OPEN SPACE VISION FOR QUEENSBURY’S FUTURE

This Vision Plan describes some of the major exgstesources and opportunities
for action to improve access and protect open spaseurces for the future.
Through the community involvement process, res&lemid local organizations
made it clear that they want to see a commitmengefecuting this community-
based vision. Therefore, we recommended thaOten Space Plan Committee
become a permanent committee of the town, andtthatcharged with overseeing
the adoption and implementation of this open spaien. An important role will
be the coordination of activities between the vagipartners and providing policy
guidance to staff, consultants, and the Town Baardach project moves forward.

Further, we recommended that priority parcels fotgxtion be identified based on
resource quality and landowner interest in partgewith the community in land
conservation. Not all open spaces are of equalevaHence, those resources of
highest value to the community should be first aber®d for protection. A more
detailed analysis of open space resources is reeonhea as a subsequent task. A
draft resource inventory and evaluation systembwes developed as part of this
open space visioning project, which will providesalid “point of departure” for
the recommended task

Depending on the scope of an open space preservatmect, a fiscal analysis
should be performed to assure taxpayers that tbps& spaces resources are
appropriate and reflect the fiduciary responswpibtf the town to the taxpayers.
Some projects may be accomplished fairly quicklyry &€xample, a brochure
highlighting the existing access points along thedébn River for land or water
trails. Larger, more complex projects such as esxtars of a trail system, requiring
the purchase of private lands, should be evaluasaty a cost-revenue study to
justify or deny the expense. A reasonable balafckewvelopment and open space
translates into economic prosperity and environaldrealth.
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By looking ahead to future patterns of developnmeamd open space options, the
town can set the correct course for controllingifettax burdens.

Existing Open Space Resources

The community has been blessed with a colorful tflef existing open space
resources. Only a few of the more significant oaes mentioned here. The
Vision Map shows additional areas upon which th&dn Plan is based.

The largest publicly-owned designated open spack rapreation area is the
Dunham Bay Marsh and forest area at the northedroétown. It is State owned
and managed by the New York State Department ofr&mwental Conservation
as part of the holdings in the Lake George WildeBtdr This area includes a
regionally significant “marl fen” near Harris Bay.

There are a number of town-owned parks and opeoesgeeas, which include
passive, natural areas such as the lands alongéiaBrook near Haviland Road,
the nature preserve at Hudson Pointe, and actimeatonal facilities such as
Jenkinsville Park in the north part of town and Bl River Park off Big Boom
Road.

The community has had great success in transformemin transportation and
utility corridors into multi-use recreation faciés. The Feeder Canal is now a
linear historic park and bike-hike-paddle trailttbannects the Hudson River at the
Feeder Dam to the Champlain Canal in Fort Edwad @mnts north and south.
The Warren County Bike Path makes use of eleatsimission right-of-way and
former rail corridor to connect the community te tillage of Lake George to the
north, and the City of Glens Falls and beyond &dbuth and east.
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Lake George is an open space
resource of national significance. Its
crystal clear waters and dramatic
views draw people from around the
northeast and further to enjoy the
many activities the area has to offer.

West Mountain Ski Area. a privat Bike/hike off Beartown Mountain
! Road near Wilkie Reservoir.

recreational development, is open o

the public, and is a major open space and recredtr@source.
Youthful hilglf_rrs This facility not only offers scenic vistas and ess to skiing,
crioy @ PUbIe snowboarding, tubing and mountain biking, but italso an

= important economic and tourism magnet for the comtyu
Queensbury benefits from several beautiful golfrses that provide open space
benefits to the community as private and semi-gulgicreation areas in addition to
the scenic views they offer. The Glens Falls regi@s recently ranked b§olf
Digest as second in the nation out of 314 metropolitazasrfor the total golf
experience?’

The City of Glens Falls watershed ahd
water supply lands comprise several
thousand acres in the western part of toyn.
These areas, which have been managed for
decades by the city, could be enjoyed |by
residents for passive recreation. These
significant watershed holdings offer
tremendous opportunity to continue o
provide open space values to the
community for current and future
generations. At this time watershed lands remainliofits to the public. The
challenge will be finding recreational opporturstieonsistent with the health
mandates required for protection of the water suppl




Adopted by the Queensbury Town Board July 7, 2003

Recommended Actions for Existing Open Space Resoas

Working with the owners of these resources to enghat the existing open space
values enjoyed can continue is a priority. Certailic resources can benefit
from ongoing improvements. Such benefits includeceas improvements,
interpretive signage, and outreach to publicizeth® community how to take
advantage of these places. ldentification of theessls for each of the open space
resources (e.g., Feeder Canal Trail, expanded mealkails along Halfway Brook,
etc.) with property managers and collaboration aaysvto accomplish mutual
goals is needed. Of prime importance is the neeskplore additional incentives
for private property owners to maintain open spad@ax incentives should be
considered. The action plan in this document ssiggways to advance these
recommendations.

Open Space Opportunities

For a view of the opportunities listed here, folldlwe Vision Map in this
document.

Nature Preserves and Multi-Use AreaS. Wildlife and natural areas enrich our
everyday lives. These woodlands, wetlands, fialdd forests are home to deer
and rabbit, wild turkey and chickadee, turtlesasander, butterfly and honeybee—
and thousands of species in between. These

natural areas keep the waters clean by acf
as natural bio-filters, they clean our air
absorbing pollutants, and they offer us a pl # 3%%&
to hike, fish and enjoy the outdoors. Th * ., C ) 7
are several areas highlighted in this Visid "0

Plan as potential nature preserves and myl

use areas. Each is unique in terms /
resources, ownership, and current

potential uses. These are therefore not lis

In any priority manner. 0 *

Big Cedar Swamp - This 900-acre contigu 2 +
Northern White Cedar swamp area is boun
by Quaker Road to the south, Queensb
Avenue to the east, Ridge Road to the w
and the Warren County Airport to the nort
This regionally significant wetland comple
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supports a unigue mix of more than 149 specieslaitp and animals, five of
which are designated species of special concernSPEC, 19982 Primarily
owned by Warren County, we envision that this redtiarea would remain
undisturbed and be recognized for its value as ssiy@ open space resource.
Limited public access is envisioned, except perHapsa possible future nature
trail and boardwalk to serve as a passage waye@aming opportunities. An
interpretive center for this area was suggestetthenTown of Queensbury 1998
CLUP.

Rush Pond and Glen Lake Fen - The Rush Pond
natural area is composed of two ponds; Rush
Pond proper and an upper pond. The area
includes both public (town) and privately
owned properties. Rush Pond, part of which is
visible from the Northway, is a unique natural
area. There are several existing trails
throughout. Its location near the Queensblry
schools and relative proximity to major existi
and planned bike trail corridors present
excellent opportunity for Queensbury residents tgoye its natural beauty.
Opportunities to allow more formalized public accés these unique areas should
be explored with the property owners.

—

Rush Pond (looking south).

Rush Pond forms the headwaters of the Glen Lake Fen
and is critical to the future water quality of Gleake.

The Rush Pond complex of ponds, stream, and
bordering vegetated wetlands (fen) presents a
wonderful outdoor education and passive recreation
opportunity for the community. The possibility of
connecting the pond vi&
Glen Lake Fen (looking an interpretive hiking
toward French Mountain). path from the
Queensbury Schoadl
campus to the south, with a trail link north around
the pond to link up to a potential trail head atsiVie
Mountain Road near the Northway overpass| at
Warren County Municipal Center, should
explored®®

Pitcher Plants at Glen Lake Fen.
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The Glen Lake Fen, which is located on the east gidRoute 9 downstream of the
Great Escape is a large wetland complex that carertly be accessed by kayak
or canoe from the town boat launch on Glen LakedR@#is area provides an
opportunity for the public to gain an appreciatadra unique natural area.

The mile and a half paddle adventure follows timeigus path to the vicinity
of the maintenance outbuildings of Premier ParKBhere are numerous
great blue herons to spot, and during the summaenthsohundreds of tree
swallows, purple martins, and numerous nesting wetyed black birds
rearing their young. A large population of muslrat usually encountered,
along with plenty of sunning turtles and, if trdiieky, perhaps a view of the
great snapping turtle (Jim Underwood, 2062).

These areas offer outdoor recreation
opportunities and can also serve as
wonderful “outdoor classrooms” to teach
0 ecology, geology, biology, archaeology,
and natural resources management to
students of all ages. A system of land and
S water trails can provide enhanced public
access to learn and explore these beauties
of nature, right in the heart of town.

Halfway Brook—City of Glens Fall
Watershed Lands - Glens Falls, whi
was a part of the Town of Queensbu
until 1908, owns approximately 4,00
acres in the Luzerne Mountain ridges a
around its reservoirs. These properti (
serve as a protective buffer for the wa
bodies that are part of the city’'s wat
supply system. Since protection of t 5
water supply has precluded resident

development, public ownership has be

a major factor in the development histoly
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of this area. City ownership of this area of gneatiural beauty has protected an
aesthetic amenity for area residents, which ilasirom most areas of the town.
The upper watershed area includes several pondsfingionents surrounded by
forests. These natural resources have been mamagedtect water quality and
provide water supply for almost a century. A setag benefit of that water
resources management mission is that these langslderome ale factonature
preserve. The watershed land owned by Glens Fallani important natural
resource because of its role in protecting thekthrgpwater supply for Glens Falls,
the maintenance of open space, and protection efvibual amenity of West
Mountain.

Halfway Brook and Clendon Brook Corridors- West@ueensbury

The Halfway Brook and Clendon Brook corridors, aswtrounding lands, are
ecologically unique and worthy of recognition. Centrated between Halfway
Brook towards Clendon Brook and the Hudson Rivermf east to west by the
Northway and West Mountain Road, and north to thie#ion Roa

The Pitch Pine-Scrub Oak Barrens, a plant
community that occurs on well-drained, sandy
soils is one of these areas. Pitch Ping is
dominant, with 20 to 60% covét. Portions of

this area can be populated by the endangered
Karner Blue butterfly, since the area provides
the necessary plant types and physical Future ecologist
characteristics® The Frosted Elfin butterfly studying amphibians.
is another butterfly often found coincidently withe Karner
Blue. The Frosted Elfin has State threatened staind is afforded similar
protections as the endangered Karner Blue.

Recovery efforts for the Karner Blue are paramaarthe recently adopted New
York State Open Space Plan. A management, corigeryand recovery plan for
this endangered species should be developed lg\ime

The Barrens Buck Moth is found along Halfway Braakd in other areas where
Pitch Pine and sandy soils exiét. The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) Endangered Spddresconsiders this moth
to be a species of special concern.
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Two other important ecological areas are the Pilaat&ion, and the Hemlock-
Hardwood Swamp® The Pine Plantation is a stand of pines planteditiivation
and harvest of timber products, with more than 38f%he canopy cover of one
species. It occurs in much of the area surroundiadfway Brook. Found
northwest of Crandall Park the Hemlock-Hardwood @ywas a perennial wetland
forest with at least 50% canopy cover of trees.

Western Queensbury also contains much of the towessdential growth.

Protecting the important wildlife species and hathitwhile accommodating
residential growth, can be accomplished. Thoughgfahning incentives, such as
zoning density bonuses for varying levels of opgace provided, should be
promoted.

"'# $ % & ' $%&

For example,
there are existing and potential Karner Blue Bilitdrabitat areas in the western
part of town that should be considered for protecti These individual sites
should be explored and evaluated as part of a meta@led phase of this open
space initiative in 2003. A coordinated apptofor impact mitigation could be
explored, including the potential for preparatidra@eneric environmental impact
statement (GEIS). A GEIS is an excellent toolawige a fair and efficient method
of determining cumulative impacts and identifyinglusions for sharing impact
mitigation costs.



Land and Water Trails

Land Trails - We envision that residents and
visitors will be able to access all of the major

activity centers and open space resources in
the community via an interconnected system
This system will build

upon existing resources such as the Wairen
County Bike Trail and the Feeder Canal Tr |I
New neighborhood pathway systems can
put in place as part of subdivision approvalg Family enjoying a well-marked hiking

of bike-hike paths.
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trail.

Depending on location and use of the trail, thereldt be several different types
and styles of trail arrangements. Refer to the Adpees section of this report for
more details on how the trail system would work.

899: 899; '

Halfway Brook Trail - The lower reach
of Halfway Brook (named in reference
to the halfway point on the old military
road between Fort William Henry and
Fort Edward) offers an opportunity to
provide dedicated public access to
Halfway Brook for fishing, nature
trails, and pedestrian paths.
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The Town of Queensbury owns several parcels aldmgt
Halfway Brook stream corridor. Several areas opontant
habitat exist in lands located along Halfway Broiblat are
worthy of consideration for protection. Decent trdishing
possibilities exist (the stream is classified asable for treated
drinking water and supporting a trout fishery), aihe trout
habitat can be enhanced with shade tree plantimdse open
areas’ This would be a relatively straightforward prdjéo
implement.

Exploring
Halfway Brook

Hudson River Water Trail - The Hudson River is sorgce of great significance to
the town, the region and the nation. It is theentrand future source of much of
the greater area’s drinking water supply, and alas instrumental to the industrial
development of Glens Falls.

A seven-mile stretch of the river is navigable frbelow the Sherman Island Dam
to the Feeder Canal Dam located at the bottom dfiddson Street. This stretch
of river has tremendous potential to provide waiecess to residents. There is a
boat launch facility at the Hudson River Park of§ Boom Road, which allows
access to this stretch of the river.

In addition, the river's reach from the Shermamndsl Dam upstream to the high
dam at Spier Falls offers paddlers a chance tgpeso#o a forested notch between
West Mountain to the north and Palmerton Mountaithe south. Much of this
landscape is part of the recently protected opaesespcquired by the Open Space
Institute from Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation @st of that company’s
“Middle Hudson Greenway” comprehensive land managemrograni> Most of
those lands have now been purchased by the St&ewfYork and added to the
Moreau Lake State Park.
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With portages around the dams at Spier Falls andntbp one can paddle the
entire river up to the “Upper Hudson Greenway.” fTh@-mile long open space
system, also set aside by Niagara Mohawk PowerdZatipn and now managed
by Warren County in collaboration with the New Yo8tate Department of
Environmental Conservation runs along the easteslobrthe river between the
Village of Lake Luzerne up to the Hudson’s conflaenvith the Schroon River in
Warrensburg.

Any efforts made to continue to develop

# ' the Hudson River water trail concept in

1 Queensbury, should be done in
5 association with those private and public

S 5 organizations managing land use along

* S04 ' the Hudson River. Communication is

also needed with groups working in
Queensbury and in other municipalities
that tie in with Hudson River water trails
efforts both upstream and downstream.

Currently, the only State program that providesr@erent technical assistance and
funding, is the Hudson River Valley Greenways Caun€Communities eligible to
participate in this compact are those along thesdadRiver from New York City
to the Troy dam in Waterford, near Albany. Limiteshort-term funding for
waterfront planning for other municipalities alotng Hudson River is available on
a competitive basis through the Department of Sthteal Waterfront
Revitalization Program under Title 11 of the Enmimzental Protection Fund. The
Town of Queensbury, in cooperation with the TowhMoreau, Fort Edward, and
the City of Glens Falls and Village of South Gldfalls, is anticipating a grant
award to develop a comprehensive plan for the Hudi&wer waterfront in these
communities.
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Gateway to the Adirondacks

Environmental Education Center on Natural Resouldasagement, Woodlands,
Papermaking, and Water Power - An idea that has dseussed over the years is
that of documenting the region’s rich history inagilands management, paper-
making and waterpower development. For instangghi- Pruyn & Company,
Inc. is one of the oldest paper making companiethencountry and is widely
recognized for their woodlands management. Papgengas an ancient art that
lends itself well to hands-on educational exhibiBhe forests and community’s
role as gateway to the Adirondacks make this theantcularly compelling.

The mighty Hudson River has bee
harnessed for waterpower here f
nearly 200 vyears. The Spier Fall
project, just upstream, is one of th
oldest hydroelectric facilities in thg
nation, having initially come on line ir
the early 1900's. The construction
each of the other plants on the river h
wonderful stories behind them or
ingenuity, investment, and daring
construction.

$# $ %

A museum celebrating the region’s unique role iasth industries would be a
major attraction—in particular given the potentiat creating exciting hands on
exhibits. A welcome center focusing on these tleenperhaps in combination
with such a museum, would emphasize the distinciispects of this area and
provide an important link to local community andyimnal efforts to increase
heritage tourism.
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Historic, Scenic and Cultural Resources

Queensbury’s history is told in marjy
ways. In this open space vision for the
town, history plays an important role.
Historic resources are part of the town’s
cultural resources. They connect us as a
community and as a nation to our past.
History can give us wisdom for the
future. One component that explains the
town's rich history is its location as a land
carry between water routes; a ma
north-south route that has been used Heritage Hamlet of Oneida.
thousands of years, first by Native
Americans, then followed by fur traders and explererhis explains why so many
of the French and Indian War skirmishes were Izhttheere. Even today
Queensbury maintains significance because it isvaydoetween the Atlantic and
the Canadian interior.

This open space vision includes recognition ofdmistsites, settlements (hamlets),
and other historic features including the farmsseadd working landscapes and
the linear features such as the old military roald the Feeder Canal. The town
has a number of historic areas that are worthyeobgnition in this vision plan—

and potential places to link with the town-wideiltsg'stem envisioned. The open
space Vision Map (end of this chapter) highlightstja few of the town's more

important historic settlements, industrial sitead aattlefield sites, as recently
identified by local citizens.

Heritage Hamlets - For example, Harrisena, a 18t dentury settlement located
along Ridge Road north of present NYS Route 14% seitled and named after
the Harris family, who founded it and owned seveéhmlusand acres. There is
evidence of very early occupation and later tramsiese of the area. Armed
conflict between a variety of factions had prectli@arlier permanent settlement in
the area until after the Revolutionary War. Famgnivas the major occupation, on
the soil reputed to be some of the best in Warrenny. A small community
developed, including a school, church, and some noertial and service
businesses.




Adopted by the Queensbury Town Board July 7, 2003

Oneida Corners, at the intersection of
Ridge Road and Sunnyside Road, was
particularly prominent in the early
settlement of this part of Queensbury.
" During the Revolutionary War period,
this was an important place, with two
inns, three stores, a large lumber
business, mechanic shops, and a
( Baptist church. Court was conducted
S here at least one day a week. The
name "Oneida Corners" refers to
Thomas Hammond, who was half-
Oneida Indian, and ran a store here
/ beginning  shortly  before the
Revolutionary War.

Several ideas for increasing the
recognition and prominence of these
settlement areas are provided in a
5 sample pilot project that can be found
in the Appendices section of this open
space plan.
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Historic Sites - These are unique places
where historic events occurred that are
important to the growth and development
of the town, the State, and the nation.
There are many wonderful and interesting
historic sites, a few of which are noted on theogpace vision map. For
example, at the end of Big Boom Road along therriigthe site of the “Big
Boom” where the river was cordoned off by a largg boom. Here, logs were
sorted after their trip down the Hudson. Aftertsay, the logs would be sent down
the Feeder Canal to the many mills located dowastreThese booms were set up
at lumber mill towns, which became so hectic anslyldhat the expression “boom
town” was derived from these communities.

%
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Scenic Roads - A scenic road offers
beautiful views of the countryside in a
relatively unspoiled manner.

/oo Fortunately, Queensbury’'s landscape
= heritage of fields and barns, of woods

A and mountains, of homesteads and

shade trees is a well-respected element
of the community.

% %

2<-4] + To preserve this heritage and celebrate

the history and beauty of the
6 7 community, the town should look
toward the formal recognition of
A several of its scenic roads. By this
recognition, the town can create an
inventory of the scenic and cultural
resources along the roads, expand the historicirgedoretive signage program,
create scenic touring routes, and help propertyepsvshare in the stewardship of
these scenic resources.

These scenic roads range in scale from the Adackdlorthway to Gurney Lane.
Each has its own character that contributes tadiva’s sense of place. It is only
proper that these essential elements—the forestge ef the Northway for
example—be recognized and protected. All too maagnmunities south of
Queensbury are losing or have lost that uniqueachar, that sense of place. And,
that is not only an aesthetic loss, it is also roftepresents a loss of economic
value. For example, the U.S. Travel Data Centiimages that $30,000 to $35,000
in tourist dollars are spent for each mile of scénghway?*

Investigation of the different State and federatnsc byway programs is also
needed. Ways in which the town can work with thensering agencies, prevent
duplicative efforts, obtain funding for projectfidaevaluate these programs, need
to be determined.
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() *+ ( French
Mountain - A large part of Queensbury
diverse beauty comes from the dram

central part of town, and the foot
Sugarloaf Mountain lies along the towns
northeastern border with the Town of Fqrt
Ann. As scenic resources, it is only fitti
to recognize these mountain ridgelines |fas
important elements of the town’
landscape. Care should always be given to chatmdbe character of the
mountain ridge.

The general public has voiced strong support fesg@ivation of the French Mt.
area. Containing over 5,400 acres, it is an impo@eea for preservation regarding
scenic, forest resource, and watershed issues.

% " Agricultural and Forest Resources

Farmlands - While once a thriving
agricultural community, Queensbury
5 - today has a limited quantity of working
farmlands. Nonetheless, these working
farmlands, along with remaining
historic farmsteads and barns are
5 important to the agricultural heritage of
the community. Several active
agricultural areas in the town, located
B @ ( primarily in the east part of Town
! around Ridge and Bay Roads and their
crossroads, are used mostly to grow

corn and hay. Agricultural soils cover
a large area of the town, in particular along tredfiay Brook watershed in the
eastern part of Queensbury.
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These farmlands provide many benefits to the
community; scenic vistas across rolling fields istaht
mountain views and a living example of community
heritage. Further, research by the American Farth|a
Trust has shown that agricultural uses in general
provide more in tax revenues than they demand in

services from the community.

Ridge Road farmscapes.

Forestlands - Woodland managemént
has historically held a prominent
position in Queensbury’s history
Several properties in Queensbury are
currently taking advantage of regpl
property tax abatement through La
forest exemption provision. These holdings areedaat a rate
that recognizes the reduced costs to the commuanigervicing
forestland (versus servicing residential or commaépmroperty).

Forests provide many benefits to the
% . .
community. A managed forest provides

> a renewable resource and supports local
employment in the wood products and
5 paper industries. Forestlands also are

5 ideal land uses for water quality
@ protection.  Forests support a wide

variety of wildlife and offer opportunities
for many types of outdoor recreation. It
@ Is envisioned that forests will continue to
be a part of the future landscape of the
town.
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CHAPTER 4 - MOVING THE VISION FORWARD

The open space vision provides a framework for eachg the mutual goals
expressed by its collective authors. The procesgirues with collaborative
efforts in moving the vision forward. To achievetvision requires a continued
partnership with property owners, residents, myaicgovernments, and private
and nonprofit organizations such as the Queendbamg Conservancy, Inc. The
objectives of the community are outlined in an @ctplan, which also outlines
how those partnerships may be realized.

Appendix A of this report provides the reader vatith an action plan. The action
plan itself was compiled from recommendations pfedi by the community

throughout this process. In the plan, specific elet® and locations are highlighted
for attention and immediate, short term and lomgtaeachable” steps. Actions
as assigned will keep the vision moving forward] aontribute to the success of
the Open Space Vision Plan and Map mission.

CHAPTER 5- CONCLUSION

Open spaces are an important part of the Queensiounynunity. These natural

resources enrich our lives on a daily basis. Manmg and protecting open space
resources is not a passive task. It takes commitnmard work, and human and
financial resources. In today’s world, the presgorbuild and develop needs to be
balanced with efforts to preserve and protect @iunal and cultural heritage. So,
by working in partnership, both building and comns#ion goals can progress.

This open space vision helps provide a frameworktfiose mutual goals to be

achieved.

The public participation in putting together thisign for open space has been
exceptional. The community will continue to beitad to provide their ideas on
additional open space opportunities as this planlves. The citizens of
Queensbury, and the surrounding areas, are reaglypfmrt the recommendations,
as demonstrated by their support in and for trasiping process.

We believe that the Queensbury Town Board will e&eence of this during the
public hearing proceedings, which is the next steputting forward this plan for
action.
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End Notes

! New York State Open Space Conservation Plan,ZDégartment of Environmental
Conservation & Office of Parks, Recreation & HistdPreservation, Albany, NY, September 18,
2002, p. 7, Definition of Open Space. See alsgw.dec.state.ny.us/opensp/index.html

2 For more information on the increasing valuesggrospace, sékhe Economic Benefits of
Parks and Open Space: How Land Conservation Hetpeamunities Grow Smart and Protect
the Bottom Lingby Steve Lerner and William Poole, The TrustRablic Land, San Francisco,
CA, 1999. The Trust for Public Land also providesignificant amount of economic
information on its websiteyww.tpl.org Much of the information provided is based oreegsh
that shows the costs of supporting developmentavoat be met by anticipated property
revenues. Other economic benefits are realizedigfirincreased tourism business, timber
harvesting, pollution reduction, environmental pation such as watershed protection, increased
property values, and increased quality of life ealu See also théew York State Open Space
Conservation Plan 200Department of Environmental Conservation & OffafeParks,
Recreation & Historic Preservation, Albany, NY, Sspber 18, 2002, Chapter 2 Evaluating the
Benefits of Open Space.

3 A Warren County section was judged as America'st\@enic Highway in 1966 in a
nationwide competition held by Parade Magazine

* The Open Space Plan Committee was officially apiedi by the Queensbury Town Board via
Resolution No. 420, 2001 and was re-appointed éylthwn Board on January 6, 2003 via
Resolution 49,2003.

> Special thanks go to the staff of Glens Falls $itdior donating the trolley and driver services
for this day.

® The Queensbury Land Conservancy, Inc. (QLC) isvafe, nonprofit, tax exempt local
organization begun in autumn of 2000. Accordingh®QLC brochure, the QLC “was created
by local residents who share a commitment to pvasgiand enhancing the natural and
recreational resources of the area for the beoktitirrent residents and future generations. Our
mission is to work with all sectors of the commund conserve land resources in a manner that
is consistent with responsible development.”

" The QLC presented survey results to the Town Boardugust 12, 2002.

® The Lake George Wild Forest is managed by the Mewk State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC). Development birst Management Plan by the DEC for
this area is in progress. According to the DEC siteb
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/ump/regivlhtml, Letter Announcing Start of Lake
George Wild Forest Management Plan Developmiet goal of the DEC is, “By developing a
unit management plan for this area, the DEC caanlgal recreational use with the protection of
natural resources in this area, ensuring thateapfe will be able to enjoy the beauty and
wonders of nature in the Adirondack/Lake Georgeéaref) Adirondack Park State Land
Classifications defines Wild Forest as, “A wild ést is an area where the resources permit a
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somewhat higher degree of human use than in wikdstrprimitive or canoe areas, while
retaining an essentially wild character. A wilddst area is further defined as an area that
frequently lacks the sense of remoteness of wikelksnprimitive or canoe areas and that permits
a wide variety of outdoor recreation.” Sesnd Classification in the Forest Preserae
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/foresgmesands.html

° A marl fen is a peat accumulating wetland with shéike vegetation (less than 50 percent
cover of trees).

19 The Best Little Golf Town in Ameridslathew Rudy, Golf Digest, Nov. 2002, Trumbull, CT.
Items such as the quality of the golf course, t@lper of private and public golf courses per
capita, greens fees, weather, and other factors measured.

1 A note of appreciation to Jim Underwood for pobimi a synopsis of some of the open space
resources and potential opportunities which wefpfhlketo the formation and refinement of
some of these open space concepts.

12 As per 6 NYCRR, Part 182 Endangered and Thredt&pecies of Fish and Wildlife;

Species of Special Concern, 182.2 Definitions figSes of special concern are species of fish
and wildlife found by the department to be at a$lbecoming either endangered or threatened in
New York. A list can be found by accessing:
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/endsgésdlist. html

13 Certain trail improvement efforts have been inéihas part of a Queensbury School and
Washington-Saratoga-Warren-Hamilton-Essex BOCE g0

14 This well-written account was excerpted in notessjgled by Jim Underwood to the Open
Space Plan Committee in early 2002.

15 Ecological communities statewide have been invéedaand rated by the New York State
Natural Heritage Program, and used by the New Bigdte Department of Environmental
Conservation. The Pitch Pine - Scrub Oak Barrarsbrub-savanna community, is globally
ranked as rare, with few remaining examples inatge. It is especially vulnerable to
extirpation in New York State.

'8 The Town of Queensbury is in the process of deietpa recovery plan to promote
conservation of Karner Blue Butterfly habitat. ipian will build upon work done by Michael
S. Batcher, AICP for the Town of Queensbury and\tbe/ York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC), "Report on 199/8ys for Lupinel{upinus perennis)
Sites and Karner Blue Butterf(izycaeides melissa samuelB)pulations in the Town of
Queensbury, Warren County, New YorkKarner blue butterfly habitat can be established
anywhere there is sandy soil where lupine and otbetar species can be grown.

" The Barrens Buck Moth is co-existent with PitchéPhabitat. See endnote above.

'8 The Pine Plantation and the Hemlock — HardwoodrSpvareas are also part of the New York
State Natural Heritage Program ranking system nabede. Although more secure in their
respective ranges, their occurrence in Queenskusignificant.
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9 The New York State Department of Environmental €omation (DEC) notes that the best use
of water classified as Aat is for "drinking, culiaor food processing purposes; primary and
secondary contact recreation; and fishing. Thestens shall be suitable for fish propagation
and survival." (NYSDEC, 1992)

Y The "Middle" Hudson River Greenway concept is frarstudy by University of
Massachusetts at Amherst and State Universityes¥ Mork at Albany graduate students,
"Continuing the Greenway: A Comprehensive Visiodgne in the Fall of 1993. Potential of
the river corridor from north of Albany/Troy to tlseuth of the Adirondack Park, a 75 mile
stretch, for consideration as a greenway, wasadbesfof the study. The study highlighted
historical, cultural, recreational, and developmaoyportunities from Waterford, NY to
Hadley/Lake Luzerne, NY. The goal was to providmla between the Lower Hudson River
Valley Greenway and the Adirondack Park, and pestiagiher to the Montreal International
Heritage Corridor.

%1 From "Balancing Nature and Commerce in Gateway @anities," by Jim Howe, Ed
McMahon, and Luther Propst, 1997, p. 27.

2 The American Farmland Trust has prepared more8baBost of Community Services
(COCS) studies nationwide to measure the net fsmatribution of different land uses.
“Making the Case for Conservation,” published i®20is their most recent publication. See
www.farmland.orgfor additional information.




